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Introduction

The course will introduce the students to the nature, major principles, processes and actors of the European legal system and social policy.

It aims to give an overview of the EU, its historical and political background, sources of law in order to show that market regulation and social rights have always been at the core of significant phases of European integration.

Particular attention will be paid to the institutional framework, the EU competences, the EU legislative process and its implementation at national level, some fundamental principles and the common market.

Content

The course covers legislation and policies concerning relations between employers and employees, the case law of the Court of Justice as well as the strategies of the social partners at EU level. 

In particular, it will focus on the following specific issues:

· EU institutions

· Legal sources

· EU and International Labour Organization (ILO)

· Free movement of workers

· Freedom to provide services 

· Freedom of establishment

· Ban on discrimination
· Information and consultation of workers

· Collective bargaining and social dialogue

· Restructuring of enterprises

· Employment  policies

Due attention will be paid to the provisions of the Treaty of Lisbon which is very likely going to be ratified by the end of 2009 in order to better understand the future legal, political and economic scenario at EU as well as at International level

Aims

The course will provide the students with the necessary knowledge to understand the functioning of the EU institutions as well as the role of the so-called social partners in a period of profound economic and financial crisis. 

Seminars will be organised at the EU Commission in Brussels and at the ILO in Geneva in order to enable the students to learn the policy mechanisms <<from the inside>> of the institutions and to build up the basis of their future professional network.

Prerequisites
None, just enthusiasm and critical approach about the European Union

Course materials

The course will be taught on the basis of materials available on the blackboard as well as on the professor’s website: www.colucci.eu
These materials contain:

1. background documents

2. ECJ case law

3. Power point presentations

B. Recommended Literature

European Labour Law, 11th revised edition, 2009, Kluwer Law International

by Roger Blanpain
This book is an excellent tool for those students who wish to have a comprehensive overview on Labour Law, Social Policy, and Industrial Relations at European Union level

Methods of instructions

The Course is taught on the basis of  lectures.

Interaction and debate with students is strongly encouraged and desired.

Seminars will be organised at the EU Commission in Brussels and at the ILO in Geneva 

Evaluation

Written exam. Students will be also required to write a short paper on a topic of their choice.

There will be continuous assessment and a written examination.

